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The author – Mariana Ríos Ramírez 
Mariana Ríos Ramírez is a Mexican author living 
in Anderson, South Carolina with her husband, 
two kids and a Chihuahua mix dog named 
Rogers. Mariana loves writing books for 
children about diversity, perseverance, 
friendship, and kindness. She believes kids 
need stories that inspire positive feelings and 
dreams in them. Santiago’s Dinosaurios is her 
debut picture book. She learned a lot about 
dinosaurs from her son, who wants to be a 
paleontologist. Mariana’s favorite dinosaurs 
are Triceratops and Stegosaurus. Besides 
writing, Mariana enjoys photography which 
has led her to participate in juried shows and 
exhibitions in her area. Her hobbies include 
singing, traveling, watching k-dramas, and 
spending time with family and friends. She 
also loves flowers, dogs, Mexican and Asian 
food, and Chai Lattes.

Connect with her

The illustrator – Udayana Lugo
Udayana is a self-taught illustrator of very mixed heritage. Having worked as a designer of 
many varied things, from jewelry to auto-parts, and from furniture to whole interiors, she 
still does that but in children's books which are her true passion. She and her husband have 
lived in Mexico, Italy and England, but they call British Columbia their home along with their 
two kids. When not working on a book, you can find her walking her dog or baking something 
with her children.
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